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Appendix 10A Consultations




Appendix 10A — All NIEA Natural Heritage Correspondences —
2011 - 2008



2011



_'_'—E l\-',]f"n’_ﬂl |I~:Ic:ﬂ|i!
N I i Environment Northern Ireland Environment Agency
ey AGeTICY Natural Heritage

I
b

Klondyke Building

Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

BELFAST

BT7 2JA

Email: planningreminders@doeni.gov.uk

Mr A Moore

Planning Service

Planning Service Headquarters
Millennium House

17-25 Great Victoria Street
Belfast

BT2 7BN

Date: 5 April 2011
Telephone: 028 905 69615
Your Ref: 0/09/0792

Our Ref: 17178-7& 8

Full

RE: Erection of a single circuit 400kv overhead line (33.9km) from a new 400/275KV
substation at Trewmount Road Moy to the border where it connects with the proposed
network in the Republic of Ireland

Location: Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy
Dungannon Co Tyrone and overhead electrical transmission line from Trewmount Road
Moy to the townlands of Crossreagh and Crossbane Co Armagh

Dear Mr Moore
| refer to your consultation letter for the above planning application which was received in this

office on 19 January 2011. We acknowledge receipt of an Addendum to the Environmental
Statement (ES) (Volumes 1-3). We also acknowledge receipt of an objection statement.

Position
Following further consideration of the information contained within the ES and Addendum, NIEA,
Natural Heritage has no objection to the proposed development subject to conditions which

would overcome our concerns.

Appraisal of the proposal: Natural Heritage Interest

NIEA, Natural Heritage considers that a newt survey is not required for this proposal as it is
unlikely that there are waterbodies which are suitable as breeding ponds for newts within 200
metres of the proposed line route.

Following further consideration of the ES and Addendum we note that the waterbodies adjacent to
Towers 32, 43 and 83 are identified as “watercourses” as shown on the legend of Figure 10.1 to
10.10 (Habitat Map) of Volume 4 of the ES. Towers 22 and 23 are located to the east of a pond as
shown on the legend of Figure 10.1 to 10.10 (Habitat Map) of Volume 4 of the ES. The attributes of
this pond and elements of the surrounding landform are unsuitable for newts — this has been
identified in the aerial photography within Volume 4 of the ES, including Figures 1.7, 10.13 and
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13.7c.

The results of the badger survey presented in the ES addendum record low incidences of badger
evidence and activity within 150 metres of any tower locations. We welcome the intention to
undertake a pre-construction badger survey. Should this survey record any new badger setts then
a licence will be required for any works to be carried out within 25m of the entrances of any
occupied setts.

The bat survey report concludes that the proposal is unlikely to have an adverse impact on the
areas local bat population. There will be a loss of some trees which may potentially be used by
bats. We consider that once all mature trees to be removed and lopped habve been identified, they
shall be inspected for the presence of bats by an experienced bat worker or surveyor on the day of
felling.

Recommendations

Should approval be granted, the following Conditions should be attached to the Decision Notice.
Conditions

Once all mature trees to be removed and lopped have been identified, any potential roost sites
shall be inspected for the presence of bats by an experienced bat worker or surveyor on the day of
felling. If evidence of bats is found during inspection, all work shall cease immediately and advice
shall be sought from the Northern Ireland Environment Agency Wildlife Inspector.

Reason: To minimise the impact of the proposal on the local bat population.

Deflectors shall be inserted on lines that cross the Blackwater River Valley.
Reason: To reduce the risk of collision to swans.

Works in the vicinity of watercourses shall avoid contact with the watercourse surface and bed.
Reason: To minimise the impact of the proposal on bats.

All works to take place within 25 metres of existing badger sett entrances on site shall be
supervised by an NIEA Protected Species Licence holder.
Reason: To mitigate potential impacts to badgers on the site.

Informatives

The applicant's attention is drawn to The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended), which states that it is an offence to deliberately capture,
injure or kill a wild animal of a European protected species included in Schedule Il of these
Regulations, which includes all species of bat. It is also an offence;

(a) Deliberately to disturb such an animal while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for
shelter or protection;

(b) Deliberately to disturb such an animal in such a way as to be likely to;

(i) Affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which it belongs;

(i) Impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or rear or care for its young; or

(iii) Impair its ability to hibernate or migrate;
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(c) Deliberately to obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place of such an animal; or
(d) To damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.

To avoid any breach of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
1995 (as amended), all mature trees and/or buildings to be removed should be checked on the
day of felling for the presence of bats, by an experienced bat worker or surveyor.

If there is evidence of bat activity on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice
must be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building,
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890
569623

The applicant's attention is drawn to The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended), which states that it is an offence to deliberately capture,
injure or kill a wild animal of a European protected species included in Schedule Il of these
Regulations, which includes otters (Lutra lutra) . It is also an offence;

(a) Deliberately to disturb such an animal while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for
shelter or protection;

(b) Deliberately to disturb such an animal in such a way as to be likely to;

(i) affect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which it belongs;

(i) Impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or rear or care for its young; or

(iii) Impair its ability to hibernate or migrate;

(c) Deliberately to obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place of such an animal; or

(d) To damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.

If there is evidence of otter activity on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice
must be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building,
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890
569623

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which indicates
that it is an offence to intentionally Kill, injure or take any wild animal included in Schedule 5 of this
Order which includes the badger (Meles meles). It is also an offence to disturb these animals or
damage or obstruct access to their place of refuge, or damage or destroy anything which conceals
or pfrotects their place of refuge.

If there is evidence of badger on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice must
be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building,
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890
569623

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which indicates
that it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild animal included in Schedule 5 of this
Order which includes the smooth newt (Lissoftriton vulgaris). It is also an offence to disturb these
animals or damage or obstruct access to their place of refuge, or damage or destroy anything
which conceals or protects their place of refuge. Tel. 02890 569623
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If there is evidence of newts on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice must
be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klondyke Building,
Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA. Tel. 02890
569623

The applicant's attention is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which states that it
is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird. It is also an offence to take or
damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built; or take or
destroy an egg of any wild bird. If any person intentionally disturbs any wild bird while it is building
a nest or is in, on or near a nest containing eggs or young; or disturbs dependent young of such a
bird they shall be guilty of an offence. It is therefore advised that tree and hedge loss should
be kept to a minimum and removal should not be carried out during the bird-breeding
season between 1% March and 31! August.

Yours sincerely

Development Management Team
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Nairthem lrelarid Northern Ireland Environment Agency
Environment Natural Heritage
ACiency Klondyke Building

Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

BELFAST

BT7 2JA

Email:

M;ﬁnﬁzoézrvice planningreminders@doeni.gov.uk
Planning Service Headquarters
Millennium House
17-25 Great Victoria Street
Belfast
BT2 7BN

Ni

1

I
b

Date: 29 March 2011
Telephone: 028 905 69615
Your Ref: 0/09/0792
Our Ref: 17178-7&8

Full

RE: Erection of a single circuit 400kv overhead line (33.9km) from a new 400/275KV
substation at Trewmount Road Moy to the border where it connects with the proposed
network in the Republic of Ireland

Location: Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy
Dungannon Co Tyrone and overhead electrical transmission line from Trewmount Road
Moy to the townlands of Crossreagh and Crossbane Co Armagh

Dear Mr Moore

| refer to your consultation letter for the above planning application which was received in this
office on 19 January 2011. We acknowledge receipt of an Addendum to the Environmental
Statement (Volumes 1-3). We also acknowledge receipt of an objection statement.

Position

NIEA, Natural Heritage considers that there is insufficient information provided with the
application to assess the importance of natural heritage interests. We cannot give a position on
this application until further information is received. In the absence of this, NIEA, Natural
Heritage will recommend refusal of the application on the grounds of insufficient
information.

Appraisal of the proposal: Natural Heritage Interest

Addendum B of the ES Addendum contains a bat report, target notes, and a badger report.

Following further consideration of the target notes we note that several of the proposed tower
locations are in close proximity to areas of standing water (pond). We consider that these water
bodies may have potential as breeding ponds for smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris. The tower
locations which are in close proximity to areas recorded as standing water (pond) are as follows:
22,23, 32,43 and 83

We therefore consider that a newt survey of these areas is required as they are within 200 metres
of areas of standing water (pond).
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This survey of these areas must be to NIEA, NH specifications and should be carried out between
Mid March and Mid June. The specification is attached with this response and can be found at
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/newt survey.pdf

Once the survey has been received NIEA, NH will be in a position to give further consideration to
this proposal.

Yours sincerely

Development Management Team

NEWT SURVEY - SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

The smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris (formerly Triturus vulgaris) is the only species of newt in
Northern Ireland, and is protected under Schedules 5, 6 & 7 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order
1985. It is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take a newt, possess or control any live or dead
specimen or anything derived from a common newt, unless acquired lawfully, disturb newts or
obstruct access to their place of refuge, or destroy or damage anything that conceals or protects their
place of refuge.

Although newts are widespread across Northern Ireland, suitable habitat for the species is in decline.
Newts breed in ponds and areas of standing water with vegetation cover close by. Ponds are
exceptionally vulnerable, and face many threats, including drainage and infill. To ensure your
development proposals comply with the Order, Northern Ireland Environment Agency has asked you
to carry out an appropriate Newt survey. You should follow these guidelines:

e The surveyor contracted to undertake this work must have relevant experience which is
deemed acceptable to the Department, for example an ecological consultant with experience
of, and/or qualifications in amphibian surveying.

e The date and time of the survey and the qualifications of the surveyor should be included in
the survey report.

e Newt surveys should be carried out between Mid March and Mid June.

e Surveys must be carried out within one year of submission to the department.

e The survey should establish whether Newts are active or inactive in the waterbody and
surrounding terrestrial area. The survey should include the surrounding 200m of terrestrial

habitat associated with the waterbody.

e The information should be presented in a written report and must include large scale maps at
1:500 scale. The methods used for survey must be included within the survey report (bottle
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traps are not permitted in Northern Ireland). All evidence of use by Newts found, for example
eggs, or sightings, should be included.

e |f necessary, the survey should recommend the most appropriate mitigation measures which
will protect Newts on site from impacts caused by the development. Mitigation measures
should address impacts pre, during and post construction phase. The survey should also
stipulate whether the proposed mitigation measures will require a Protected Species Licence.

¢ |n the event that the planning application goes to appeal or public inquiry, persons contracted
to carry out surveys may be required to appear at, or give evidence to the appeal or inquiry.

For more information on Newts and development, contact:
Wildlife Officer, Tel: (028) 9065 69602

Northern Ireland Environment Agency
Klondyke Building,

Cromac Avenue,

Gasworks Business Park

Belfast BT7 2JA
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Neyiherm ireland Northarn Ireland Environment Agency

Fnvironment Natural Heritage

Agency Klondyke Building

o Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

BELFAST

BTT 2JA

Email;
lanningreminders@doeni.gov.uk

NIE=A

N.lil-:_unuhluun}mui,r_;uu (Ml

2 B MAY 2010

) Date: 26 May 2010
Mri Moore Telephone: 028 905 69615
Your Ref: O/09/0792
Our Ref: 17178-2,4.5 and 6

Planning Servics

Planning Service Headquarters
Millennium House

17-25 Great Victoria Street
Belfast

BT2 78N

Full

\RE: Erection of a single circuit 400kv overhead line (33.9km) from a new 400/275KV
substation at Trewmount Road Moy to the border where it connects with the proposed
network in the Republic of Ireland

Location: Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy
Dungannon Co Tyrone and overhead electrical transmission line from Trewmount Road
Moy to the townlands of Crossreagh and Crossbane Co Armagh

Dear Mr Moore

| refer fo your consultation letters for the above planning application which was received in this
office on 9, 15 and 20 April 2010 and 13 May 2010, We acknowledge the recsipl of objection
letters:

We have considered the Issues related to ecology which have been raised in the objection letters
and request the submission of informatlon which was omitled from the Environmental Statement.

y note that the numbering sequence of targel notes In Appendix D1 of Volume 3 of the
srvironmerital Statement does nol include the following largel notes (TN) : TN 1-5, 9, 10, 16-21,
23-28. 30, 33-37, 40-42 and 48-52. We consider thal these TNs should be submitted lo NIEA:
Natural Heritage for consideration. We do niote that the TNs included In the Envitonmental
Statement relate to those areas within the line route study area which are of nature conservation
value,

The badger survey does not provide a map outlining the location of recarded setts within the sie.
A report should be submitted of this survey and presented in the fallowing format:

» The date and time of the survey and the qualifications of the surveyor should be
Included in the survey report.

» The survey shauld establish whether or not Badgers have established sett(s) (active or
inactive) or use the area for foraging. All evidence of Use by Badgers found, for
example latrines, hair caught on wire or bedding should be Included,
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Environment Natural Heritage
Atieficy Klondyke Building

Cromag Avenue
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BTT 2ZUA

Email

planninareminders@doen; gov.uk

ME=A

T AR TRE VAT TESHT e Y THANKNT

. Date: 29 April 2010
F,Mr;’:n'}:";"éew - Telephone: 028 905 69615
Your Ref: 0/09/0792

Plarning Setvice Headguart
anning Setvice Headquarlers OurRef 171783

Millzanium House

17-25 Great Victana Street
Bolfast

BT2 7BN

Full

RE: Erection of a single circuit 400ky overhead line (33.9km) from a new 400/275KV
substation at Trewmount Road Moy Lo the border where it connects with the proposed
network in the Republic of Iretand

Location: Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy
Dungannon Co Tyrone and overhead electrical transmission line from Trewmount Road
Moy to the townlands of Crossreagh and Crosshahe Co Armagh

Dizar Mr Moare

I refer to your consultation letter for the abave planning application which was received in this
office on 12 April 2010 We acknowledge receipl of a submission by Michael Burows Associates
on behall of SEAT dated 19 February 2010

On page 8.of lhe submission a lormal 1equest has been made under the Environmental
infarmation Regulations (NI). 2004 for details of any formal or informal adyice or agreements
limiting or farming the scope and methodologles to be employed during ecelogical surveys carried
oul by the applicant inrelation to this propasal,

Accardingly we submilt with this lettes the Tollowing inforrmation;

1 Copy ol an e-mall from Cormac Loughran of AECOM dated 21 May 2008 providing a bat
survey methodology tor the proposal.

2; Drafl bal survey methedology (211 May 2009)

3. Letier dated 10 August 2008 detailing the bal survey methodology which was delalled ata
meeting held on 10.June 2009.

4. Letter from NIEA' Natural Heritage to Planning Service dated 27 January 2009 (This letter has
not beer piesented in Appendix A of Valume 3 of the Environmental Statement.

Gdoar MM

Andrew Mcintosh
On. behalf of NIEA; Natural Heritage
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L Environment Northern lreland Environment Agency
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Klondyks SUilding

Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

BELFAST

BT7 2JA

Emall: planningreminders@doen] qov.uik

- I
Mr A Moore . . _
Planning Service Date: 3 February 2010

. o _ Telephone: 028 905 69615
Flanning Service Headquarters !
Millennmium Hause Your Ref: QI109/0792

17-25 Great Victoria Streel Qur Ref: 17178-1

Balfast
BT2 7BN

Full

RE! Erection of a single circuit 400kv-overhead ling (33.9km) from a new 400/275Kv
substation at Trewmount Road Moy to the border whare it connects with the proposec
network in the Republic of Ireland

Location; Land to the rear of 152 Trewmount Road in the townland of Turleenan Moy
Dungannon, Overhead electrical transmission line detailed in Form P1(NIE) application
attached

Dear Mr Moare

Frafer to your consultation lefter for the above planning application which was received It this
office on & January 2010, We acknowledge recaipt of an Envitonmental Statement (ES)

Position

NIEA, Natural Heritage has no objection to the proposed development subject to conditions
Which would overcome our concems.

Appraisal of the proposal: Natural Heritage Ihteresi

The Ervironmental Statement pravides a reparl of ecological assessment of habitats and species
present along the interconneactor route. We note that bat surveys, as agreed with NIEA: Natural
Heritage, are ongoing, and bat roosts, flightlines and feeding areas, and 2010 results will be
issued in a separate report to NIEA: Natural Heritage,

We are content with the quality of the ecological reports contained within he ES, and corsider that
2 number of mitlgation measures are required lo minimise tha impact of the proposal on local
biodiversity

Recommendations

aztommendations

Should approval be granted, the following Conditions should be altached to the Decision Nolice.
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Conditions

Any ramoval o hedgerow tress, culting of hedgerows and woodland clearance shall take place
m—sulside the bird breading s=asorwhich lasts from the 1% of March te the 31% of August.
Reason: To prolect breeding birds and protect the biodiversity of the site. e

Daflectors shall be Inserted on lines thal cross the Blackwater River Valley.
Reason: To reduce the risk of collision to swans.

Works in the vicinity of watercourses will avold contacl with the watercourse surface and bed
Reason: To minimise impacts to riverne labitals.

Once all mature trées té be réemoved and lopped have been identified, any potential roost sites
shall be inspected for the presence of bats by an experienced bat worker ar surveyar on the day of
felling. I evidence of bats is found during inspection, all work shall cease immediately and advice
shall be sought from the Northem lreland Environment Agency Wildlife Officer

Reason: To minimise the impact of the proposal on bats

Informatives

The applicant's attention is- drawn lo The Conservation (Natural Habitats, ete) Regulations
(Narthern Ireland) 1996 (as amended), which states that itis an offence 1o deliberately captilre,
injure or kill a wild animal of a Europaan protected species included in Schedule |l of thasa
Regulations, which Includes all species of bat. It is also an offence;

{al' Deliberately to disturb such an animal while it is:occupying a structure or place which it uses for
shelter ar protection;

(b) Delibarately to diswrb such an animal In such a way as to be likaly lo;

(1) Affect the local distribution or abtindance of the species to which It belongs;

(i) Impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, of rear ar care for its young; or

(iil) Impalr lts ability to hibernate or migrate!

(¢) Deliberately to obstruct access to a breeding site or resting place of such an animal; o
(¢l) Ta damage or destroy a breeding site-or resting place of such an-animal,

To avoid any breach of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1995 {(as amended), all mature trees and buildings to be removed should be
checked on the day of felling for the presence of bats, by an experienced bat worker or
surveyor.

If there is any evidence of bats on site, all works must cease immediately and further
advice must be sought from the NIEA Wildlife Officer (Tel: D2890 569623), as'a European
Protected Species (EPS) License may he required.
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The applicant's atlention’|s dfswn to The Conservalion (Natural Habitats, eté.) Regulations
(Narthern Ireland) 1995 (0 wrended), which states that It is an offencs 1o deliberately
caplurg, injure or kill a wild ammal of & European protectad species ncluded in Schedule || of
these Reguilalions, which Includes otters (Lutra lutra) ., I is also an offance;
(a} Deliberately to disturb such an animal while It is occupying & stiuciure ui slace which i
uses for sheller or protection.
(b) Deliberately tor disturb such-an animal In such & way as to be fikely to;
(i) afiect the local distribution or abundance of the species to which [ belongs:
() Impair its ability to survive, breed or reproduce, o réar or care for its young. or
(iif) Impair its ability to hikernale or migrate;
(c) Deliberately 1o obstruct access to 4 breeding site or resting place of such-ananimal: or
(d) To damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal:

If there is evidence of atter activity an Ihe site, all work must cease immediately and further
advice must be sought from the Wildlite Officer, Northern Ireland Enviranment Agency,
Klandyke Bullding, Cromac Avenue, Gaswarks Business Park, Lowst Ormeau Road, Belfast.
BT72JA. Tel 02890 569623

The applicant'’s attention s drawn 1o the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which
indicates that it s an offence to inteftionally kill. Injure or take any wild animal included in
Schedule 5 of this Order which Includes the badger (Meles meles), It is also. an offence to
disturb these -animals or damage of obstruct access to their place of refuge, or damage or
destroy anything which concesls or protecis their place of refuge.

If there is evidence of vadger on'the site_all work muslt cease iImmediately and furlher sdvice
must be sought from the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environmen! Agency. Klondyke
Building, Cromac Avenue. Gaswarks Business Park, Lower Ormeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA.

The applicaint's attention ‘is drawn to the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which
Indicates that Il is an offerce to intentionally kill, Injure or take any wild animal included In
Schedule 5 of Ihis Order which includes the stmoath newt (Triturus vulgaris). It is also an
offence to disturb these animals or damage or obslruel access to thelr placa of refuge, or

damage or destroy anything which conceals or protects their place of rafuge:

If there Is evidence of newts on the site, all work must cease immediately and further advice
must be sought from, the Wildlife Officer, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Klandyke
Bullding, Cromac Avenue, Gasworks Business Park, Lower Ofmeau Road, Belfast. BT72JA.

The applicant's attenlion s drawn o (e Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 which states
that it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird, It is also an offence lo
take or damage or destroy the nest or gad(s) of these birds or to disturb bird(s) while they ars
building, In-orat a nest, or whilst they have dependant young, Where the bird is included In
Schedule 1 of the Order any offence is llabla to a special penalty
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Northern Ireland Northern lreland Environment Agency
N I A Environment Natural Heritage
b TS gk | IETEY Klondyke Building

Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park
BELFAST

BT7 2JA

Email:
planningreminders@doeni.gov.uk

Date: 2 September 2009
i Telephone: 028 905 69615
Your Ref: 0/08/0822
Our Ref: 16506-3

Planning Service

Planning Service Headquarters
Millennium House

17-25 Great Victoria Street
Belfast

BT2 7BN

PAD
RE: PAD for proposed North South Electricity Interconnector
Location: Lands within Armagh District Council and Dungannon Borough Council

Dear Mr Moore

| refer to your consultation letter for the above planning application which was received in this
office on 19 August 2009, We acknowledge receipt of the following chapters of the Draft
Environmental Statement: 2, 3, 4, 7 and 13.

Following meetings with the applicant we are aware that Bat surveys, which were requested in our
response dated 27 January 2009, are currently on-going. We understand that because of the '
scale of the proposal, it will only be possible to complete the bat surveys by 2010. However we
understand that bat surveys of the most suitable habitat for bats, and potential roosts are nearing
completion. and will be submitted in the form of a report in October 2009.

We would like to defer comment at this stage, until we formally receive a report detailing the 2009
bat surveys through Planning Service.

L\_/\\p DRl Y\. \5‘[3\

Andrew Mc Intosh
On behalf of NIEA: Natural Heritage
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Mr A Moore

Planning Service

Planning Sérvice Headquaners
Millennium Hotuse

17-25 Greal Victoria Streel
Balfas!

BT2 7TBN

PAD

Nartherm ltaland Envirmnment Agency
Natural Herilage

Klondyke Bullding

Cromad Avanue

Gasworks Business Park

BELFAST

BT7 2JA

Email:
planninareminders@doant.aov.Lk

Date: 27 January 2009
Telephone: 028 905 69615
Your Ref: O/08/0822

Our Ref: 165081

RE: PAD for proposed North South Electricity Interconnector N
Location: Lands within Armagh District Council and Dungannon Borough Council

Dear MrMoore:

| refer to your copsultation leter for the above planning applicatlon which was regeived iy this
affics on B January 2009, We acknowleddge receipt of a draft Epvironmental Statement (ES)

subnitted ih CO-ROM format.

Position

NIEA, Matural Heritage considers that thaere (s insufficient information pravided at present with
the application to fully assess the importance of natural heritage Interests. I1s untikely Whal we wil
object lo this proposat on nature conservation grounds, subject to appropriate canditions. Howaver
as soime surveys are onsgolng, and we consider further surveys to be reqtiired, we wish ta defer
full gomment uniil we have all the information which we consider to be relevant

roposal: Nz

Appralsal of the

The scherie covers a large geographical aréa and inclides a numberof hakitats present, as
hicjhlighited in Apgendix H1 of the ES. Same of these habitats may be used by species which are
profectad under The Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1285 (as amended),

We riote that the nearest recorded hadger sell is located 40mfram the neares! line route. Any
works closer than 25m te badger selts will requirg a licence from (ha NIEA® Nalural Heritade
Wildlife Officer. Evidence of otler activity has hean provided,

We note the bird suvays presented in the ES, Wa furdther note that additional bird surveys are
scheduled for 2008-2008 and will provide comment an this upon receipt of this information.

we nole (hat bal surveys have nol besn unidertakarn at this stage, ratheran assessment of the
potantial use ol habitat features by bats. We considar ihal thare may be malture trees within the
lime route which supbort foosting bals, and these sheuld be subject w a batl survay,
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f Erail:ehsinfo@doent gov.uk
§ = 02 JUN

Faber Maunsell ’ 2 am _

1* Floor = “LAM

24 Linenhall Street : o Gfob|os.

Belfast e —

BT2 8BG T 00600
I» e 29™ May 2008

Dear Ms Doyle,

RE: PROFPOSED TYRONE TO CAVN INTERCONNECTOR — 400Kv OVERHEAD LINE
SUBSTATION

Thank you for your letter on the 1™ November 2007 to the Environment and Heritage Service
which was received on 5" November 2007.

Environment and Heritage Service, Malural Heritage (EHS), does hold some site specific
information at this time (see below). The scheme includes and may have an adverse impact
designated Areas of Special Scienlific Interest and pricrity wetland habitals. Please see altached
maps. We are concerned that the scheme may impact the hydrology of the area and this will in
turn impact on priority fen habitat. These potential impacts should be included in the EIA. The
River Black water is also included in the scheme. This River and its tributaries contain Species
of Conservation Concern (SOCC) and Priority Species. Potential impacts on the River
Blackwater should also be included in the EIA

| would advise that you carry out a search for additional information on the recommended
websites, details attached. These may conltain relevant information.

| have also enclosed advice on the scope of work that EHS considers necessary for
Environmental Impact Assessment in respect of development sites

It is recommended that you conlact EHS to discuss the definition and methodologies of the
baseline surveys required. Specifications for surveys can be provided on request,

If you have any queries or would like to discuss any of this advice, please contact me directly.
Please queote the EHS reference number with your enguiry.
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in all seasons. Fauna surveys should include a full bird survey. The timing of surveys is
critical and must be carried out at appropriate limes of year.

Baseline surveys conducted over a short period may not identify long term trends and
reference should be made to previous records.

Landscape

Landscape is a fundamental companent of the wider environment and is not just associated with

a limited number of designated areas of pariicular scenic value such as Areas of Qutstanding

Matural Beauty.

General points:

Establish the current landscape designation and policies covering the site and its
surroundings.

Details of local landscape characler of the site and its surroundings.

Establish where the potential zone of influence for the development and its associated
infrastructure will extend to, including combination effect with established development.

In combination the infermation should establish the potential landscape key issues and the
areas requiring further investigation during the baseline studies. (See Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, The Landscape Institute and the Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment. Spon Press, London 2002).

c Local Hydrola

The consequences of changes to the hydrogeological system on peatiand, rivers, streams and
wetland habitats should be established.
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